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‘d E.C. Matthews takes the ball io the hoop during URI’s 63-60 loss
e College on Wednesday night at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center.
1 all scorers with 27 points. See the full story on page 1-B,
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By KENDRA LOLIO

NARRAGANSETT - The First Lego League Rhode Island Robotics Qualifying
Tournament will be held ai the Narragansett Pier Middle School this year ofl
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. About 200 students from around the siate
will test their robot design and programming skills at the tournament, including
teams from Jamestown, North Kingsiown, Newport, Woonsocket, Middletown,
North Providence, East Providence, Charlestown, and Wakefield

The competition, one of four being held statewide, is the next step following
months of scientific

research and problem | “Students research how they learn

solving among 19 2
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dents each. Students | group to learn better. Our teams stud-
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renge 1 age om 910\ jo] Bow autism, dyslexia, and sleep
14, and over 70 teams

exist statewide. deﬁﬁvﬁﬁﬁﬁ affect learning and one
This year, teams | fegm come up with a Z:w?‘zw way for

collaborated to build a
Leso-based robot and | KIS With fi’ﬂﬁw? g difficulties to learn

were asked to com- ,szﬁﬂg skills.”

plete a research proj- | @ Gl

ectbased onthe theme | :

“World Class: | -Yanessa Miller 5
Learning Unleashed.” | Narracansett Pier Middle School

During the tourna- e E D :
ment, robots will com-
pete head to head in what is known as The Robot Game, which involves different
obstacles on a game field comprised of varicus Lego elements.

According to MNarragansett Pier Middle Scnool Enrichment Teacher and
Robotics Program Dirpctor Vanessa Miller, the Lego League presents students with
various challenges that help them to develop lifelong siﬂlh, including a theme-
based research project, a Core Values Chal‘enge, and the Raobot Dcslgn This year,
Miller said, the research project was based on learning strategies

“Students research how they learn and try and find a way for a specific group to
learn better. Our teams studied how autism, d/siep 1a, and sleep deynvaimn affect
learning and one team came up with a better way for kids with leaming difficulties
to learn sports skills.”

Miller said that among the many challenges of the work, the Core Values
Challenge is the most umnportant.

“Students must leam o work together as a team to come up with soh tions 10 a
Dronlem that is put in front of them with no prior knowledge of what it is,” Miller

lained. “They need to learn how to listen to each other, advocate for thpms Iv
and ultimately come t0 a consensus of a plan. The robot is new for many of our stu-
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dents. Many have e
working with Legos at h
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with the planning pmcess.
Students also learn how to pro-
gram, or code their robots to
accomplish missions on the game
board. For students who have
experience with SCRATCH or g
similar programming software,
the EV3 software is very similar.
For students new to program-
ming, this is definitely a challenge
a3 learning coding is like leamning
a new language. Once they have
the basic understanding of the
arts, students become more inde-
pendent in stringing together lists
of commands.”

Miller also said that the chal-
lenges allow students to under-
stand the interconnectednesg of
subject areas in schools.

“Students who experience the
Lego League understand that if »
they want to be an engineer, that , : L ... Hosiic Food:
they afso have to master the . ) 5 EX e
research process, and they will
have to present their research in - :
order to gain grants for their proj- PHOTOS BY KENDRA LOLIO
ects. Most importantly, smdents 4 pove: Narragansett Pier Middle School sixth grade students Jason Sweet, Calla Reardon, and
gain the exposure to working 25 a Vsa"mﬁa Gauvin test their robots for the &pﬂ@mmg First Eeg@ Lf: 2zue Rhode Island R@b@m
team toward 2 common goal” uelifying Tournament on Saturday, Dec. 13 from # a.m. to 4 p.m. ot Narragansett Pier Middl

Above all else, Miller said, she thm% Below: Sixth grader Riley Karoutsos programs a robot.
hopes that her students enjoy th T
tournament and take away valu-
able knowledge and experience.

“With the exception of two or
three students, this is the first time
my students have experience
Lego League. They will be com- |
peting against teams with up to
five years of experience. My goal
for my students is to perform their

est at the qualifier, which |
includes their presentation of
research, their teamwork abilities,
and the performance of the robot.
I also hope that this experience
will foster a lifetime interest in
robotics, engineering, or pro-
gramming for them.”

The Qualifier Tournament is |
free and open to the public begin-
ning at 12:30 p.m. An opening
ceremony and team parade will be
held at 1:00 pom., with an intro-
duction from District

upenntendmt {atherine SD:La
before the robot
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